
  

 

 

School Days Past 

 The Wilson MacDonald Memorial School Museum allows students to 
experience a typical day in a one-room rural school. Costumes, role-playing, 
lessons and games help students learn about their heritage and the history of 
education. The day-long program is especially tailored to the school 2013 social 
studies curriculum. 

A shortened program (running 30 minutes to 2 hours) can also be provided for 
other interested groups. Adults are welcome too! 

 

 

School Days Past Program 

Full day Cost: $6.25 

Half Day Cost: $3.50 

For bookings call: (905) 776-3319 

 

 

Wilson MacDonald Memorial School Museum 

R.R. 1, Selkirk, Ontario, N0A 1P0 

(905) 776-3319 

Dana Stavinga, Curator 



Step into a classroom of the past... when the 
Union Jack waved over the school house... 
classes started with “God Save the 
Queen”... and penmanship was practised 
using straight pens and real ink. 

The Wilson MacDonald Memorial School Museum 
welcomes you to our “Schools Days Past” program. By 
participating in this program you are helping to preserve 
the memory of the one-room school house, a tradition 

that was a part of our community for over a hundred years. 

The objective of the school is to provide an experiential program in which learning 
is enhanced by role-playing and hands-on activities. Before you visit, there are a 
few things you should know so that you are prepared for the day’s activities. 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact the museum at (905) 776-3319. 

See you in the classroom! 

 

Learning Goals 

1. To provide an experiential program in which learning is enhanced by role-playing and 
hands on activities. 

2. To offer situations in which some aspects of the curriculum can be strengthened in a 
natural manner. 

3. To provide an individually tailored program for each class. 
4. To help to develop, in the students, an appreciation of the past, the present and the ability 

to make comparisons between lifestyles, values, school procedures, etc. of the two 
periods. 

5. To give participant the opportunity to experience the lifestyles and responsibilities of 
students of another era. 

6. To give an opportunity for students to develop social and personal skills. 
7. To complement the historical studies of Haldimand County, Ontario and Canada. 

 



Checklist for Teachers 

� Book the day at the schoolhouse 

� Distribute permission forms 

� Be sure transportation is arranged 

� Discuss with students the type of clothes they might wear on the day of the visit 

� Help students plan lunches which would be similar to those of the period 

� Teach the students God Save the Queen or  God Save the King (optional) 

� Name tags for students and a class list for the school teacher (optional) 

� Prepare the class for the role playing aspect of the day 

� Be responsible for discipline of the class at Wilson MacDonald Memorial 

School Museum and en route 

� Supervise the lunch and noon activities 

 

Suggestions for Noon-hour Games 

Outdoors- softball, tug-of-war, croquet (equipment available at school),  

skipping rope, hopscotch, spinning tops, marbles, hoop rolling,  

Red Rover, red light, Anty Anty over 

Indoors-  charades and pantomimes, checkers, crokinole, wooden toys.  

 

 



  



 



  



 



  



 



  



 



 



Teacher’s Notes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


